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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, PLOS, TU 

SUBJECT: TURKISH VIEWS ON LAW OF THE SEA NEGOTIATIONS 

1 . DURING VISIT BY EMBOFF, RIZA TURMEN, MFA SECTION 

CHIEF FOR LOS AND AEGEAN QUESTIONS, EXPRESSED HIS PLEASURE 
OVER AMB. RICHARDSON'S PUBLIC CRITICISM OF THE NEGOTIATING 
AND DRAFTING PROCEDURES OF THE LOS CONFERENCE (PARTICULARLY 
COMMITTEE I). TURMEN, WHO WAS A MEMBER OF THE TURKISH 
DELEGATION AT BOTH THE CARACAS AND NEW YORK LOS SESSIONS, 
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SAID THAT THE TURKS HAVE BEEN COMPLAINING FOR YEARS ABOUT THE 
ARBITRARY MANNER IN WHICH COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN ARE ALLOWED 
TO CONTROL DRAFTING OF PROVISIONS, AND IT WAS GRATIFYING TO 
HEAR SOMEONE ELSE MAKING THE SAME COMPLAINTS. 

2. TURMEN STATED THAT THE PRESENT TEXT ("INFORMAL COMPOSITE 
NEGOTIATING TEXT" - ICNT) OF THE LOS TREATY IS UNACCEPTABLE 
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TO TURKEY AS REGARDS ITS PROVISIONS ON DEMARCATION OF THE 
SEABED AND THE EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE, AND THAT CONSEQUENTLY 
IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR TURKEY TO ACCEPT COMPULSORY JURISDICTION 
BY THE PROPOSED LOS TRIBUNAL OVER DEMARCATION DISPUTES. HE 
SAID THAT IT WAS INCONCEIVABLE THAT TURKEY SHOULD ACCEPT 
VIA COMPULSORY JURISDICTION THE PRINCIPLES THAT SHE HAD REJECTED 
DURING THE LOS NEGOTIATIONS. HE SAID THAT TURKEY CONTINUES 
TO FIND UNACCEPTABLE THE TREATY'S PROVISIONS ON TREATMENT OF 
ISLANDS; HE NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT HE EXPECTS TO SEE FAVORABLE 
REVISIONS OF THE DRAFT PROVISIONS IN THE NEXT NEGOTIATING 
SESSION, ON THE BASIS OF THE RECENT ARBITRATION DECISION ON THE 
DEMARCATION OF CONTINENTAL SHELF RIGHTS IN THE ENGLISH CHANNEL 
AND THE CELTIC SEA. 

3. TURMEN SUGGESTED THAT PERHAPS THE TIME HAS COME FOR THE 
U.S. TO RECONSIDER ITS INSISTENCE ON ONE ALL-ENCOMPASSING LAW 
OF THE SEA TREATY AND CONSIDER SETTLING FOR A SERIES OF 
SPECIALIZED CONVENTIONS INSTEAD, ON THE GROUNDS THAT A 
TREATY WHICH TOO MANY NATIONS FOUND UNACCEPTABLE BECAUSE OF 
ONE PROVISION OR ANOTHER "WOULD BECOME JUST ANOTHER GENEVA 
CONVENTION" (I.E., WOULD END UP UNRATIFIED AND IGNORED 

BY A LARGE NUMBER OF COUNTRIES). THE GOAL, HE SAID, SHOULD 
NOT BE A TREATY PER SE, BUT A NEW REGIME OF THE SEAS, 

WHICH WOULD HAVE TO OBTAIN WIDE ACCEPTANCE. HE THOUGHT 
A TREATY ALONG THE LINES OF THE PRESENT TEXT WOULD BE 
REJECTED BY FIFTY OR MORE COUNTRIES. THE NEGOTIATIONS HAVE 
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NOW REACHED THE POINT, HE SAID, WHERE COUNTRIES LIKE TURKEY 
MUST START FORMULATING THE RESERVATIONS WHICH THEY MUST ATTACH 
TO ANY ACCEPTANCE OF THE TREATY, IF THEY ARE TO ACCEPT IT 
AT ALL. 

4. NOTE: IN PREVIOUS CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF, TURMEN HAD 
EXPRESSED VIEW THAT, WHILE ICNT’S PROVISIONS ON DEMARCATION 
ARE UNACCEPTABLE, THE TREND ON THIS ISSUE HAD SEEMED 
FAVORABLE TO TURKISH GOALS AND LEFT ROOM FOR THE TURKS TO 
HOPE EVENTUALLY TO ACHIEVE MORE FAVORABLE PROVISIONS. THIS 
TREND HAS BEEN CITED AS ONE OF THE FACTORS (THOUGH A MINOR 
ONE) WHICH COULD CONCEIVABLY LESSEN GREEK INSISTENCE ON A 
JURIDICAL SOLUTION OF THE AEGEAN DISPUTE. 
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